Background Issues1
We shall begin by outlining the background of the problem. The oldest attested Chinese rime tables are the sister texts, Yùnjìng 韻鏡 (yj) and Qīyīnlüè 七音略 (qyl). Both first appeared in print in the twelfth century (Coblin 2006a (Coblin , 2006b ) and apparently descend from the same ancestral prototype. This, in turn, is widely thought to derive from even earlier rime tables, but how old these primeval works may have been, or what their ultimate origin was, is uncertain. Because the yj and the qyl incorporated into their
The adverb dou in Mandarin has long been an area of fascination due to its complex and distinctive syntactic and semantic properties. Until very recently, discussions on Mandarin dou still took center stage. One of the most disputed topics is how many dous there are in Chinese, and why and how the different meanings are subsumed under one grammatical morpheme in Chinese. Xiandai Hanyu Babaici （《現 代漢語八百詞》）, as in many other descriptive works, lists the following three uses of dou.
Universal Quantification (1) 他們都是老師。 tāmen dōu shì lǎoshī 3pl dou cop teacher 'They are all teachers.' 1 Introduction 1.1 Prospectus The objective of this study is to provide a bottom-up reconstruction of Proto-Ong-Be consonants using the comparative method. The postulated reconstruction is based on first-hand lexical materials gathered in the field in 2015 and 2017. This study also compares different reconstructions of Proto-Ong-Be consonants and demonstrates how they reflect the phonological system of Ong-Be at different times, which helps us better understand sound change in Ong-Be.
The classification of Ong-Be within the Kra-Dai language family is beyond the scope of this article and will not be addressed here because it requires (1) a full reconstruction of the Proto-Ong-Be phonological system, not just its consonantal system, and (2) reconstructions above the Proto-Ong-Be level to distinguish shared innovations from retentions.
1.2
Background Ong-Be (iso 639-3: onb), a.k.a. Lingaohua 臨高話, is a subgroup of Kra-Dai, composed of two languages spoken in the regions located to the west of the Nandu River (南渡江), northwestern Hainan ( 海南) , China. One is found in scattered locations in Haikou City ( 海口市) and northeastern Chengmai County ( 澄邁縣) , and the other is spoken in northwestern Chengmai County, Lingao County ( 臨高縣) and the nearby regions of Danzhou City ( 儋州市) (see Map 1). Although both languages are commonly
